
What is a Program of Study? 

A program of study aligns is our district’s mission for each student’s Academic and 

Career Plan (ACP) and is a overall path for students to aid them in their planning.  

What are Career Clusters and Pathways? 

There are 16 career clusters that are organized by theme, for example Health Sciences. 

Under the title of Health Sciences, students will find different pathways. There are five 

different pathways in that particular cluster. A student who has an interest in physical 

therapy would identify with the Therapeutic Pathway. Many of the career clusters intersect in 

areas of interest, therefore, it is common for students to have 2-3 career clusters of interest.  

How do my ACP and Programs of Study connect? 

ACP is part of our overall vision for every student to graduate ready for further education 

and/or start his/her career. Therefore, our students must be competent academically, 

socially and emotionally. We want our students to be strong critical thinkers, to be able to 

collaborate and solve real-world problems, and persevere when things aren’t quite going 

their way. When put together, it’s really about making them productive members of our 

society.  

In addition, over the last two decades, global competition and technological growth have 

radically changed the demands of the workplace and the hiring practices of businesses. Full-

time living-wage jobs that require minimal training are being phased out as part of the 

increased competition and demand for flexibility on the part of U.S. corporations. Advanced 

knowledge, technical skills, education and training are required for an increasing proportion 

of American job openings.  

Do I have to take the courses outlined in my Program of Study? 

The answer is no, you do not. There are specific courses outlined for each of the Programs of 

Study. These suggested courses are there to help students in their course planning and are 

identified to help students build skills to be successful in that program. These are 

recommendations only, ultimately it is up to the student and his/her family to decide. 

Graduation required courses are NOT included in these suggested listings.   

  

 


